OLD AND  YOUNG SPEND  LONG DAYS IN THE PADDY FIELDS

Lewis

Rice is grown in Java, where it is summer all the year around, at any time of the year.   One

field is being harvested while the next is being sown; in another the paddy stands half grown,

and in yet a fourth oxen wade knee-deep in watery mud, drawing wooden plows.    Thus a

family in possession of wide paddy fields must needs be hardworking.

links up the plantations and towns. Wide
roads, such as are seldom found in the
East, make motoring delightful.

The natives, although small, are grace-
ful, strong and well built. They are a
branch of the Malay race and are in-
telligent and extremely polite. As the
cultivated part of Java, which occupies
more than one-third of the whole Island,
is covered with vast plantations of rice,
coffee, sugar-cane, corn, cassava, sweet
potatoes, ground-nuts, soya beans, to-
bacco and lesser crops such as the Peru-
vian bark from which quinine is produced,
the natives are nearly all agriculturists.
They live in villages, or kampongs, and
each village may contain from 'thirty to

five hundred inhabitants, who live hap-
pily and peaceful!}' tilling the land.
They are generally paid a small but suffi-
cient wage by the Dutch. The greater
part of the soil is claimed as government
property, and where there are private es-
tates, these are owned chiefly by Euro-
peans or Chinese. In addition, some
lands are hired from native princes or
from self-governing communities.

The villages are often surrounded by
groves of palms, which sometimes quite
hide the low huts. The houses are built
of teak or bamboo, with thatched roofs,
so that the native has nothing to fear from
earthquakes, which in these volcanic re-
gions are frequent. If his house gets
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